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Force intends] to maintain at least 65 golf courses.”*® Once again, the Air Force appeared to
contradict itself, failed to produce solid evidence supporting the cost savings the cuts and
relocations would bring, and appeared disconnected to the common man when it appears that
maintaining golf courses is more important than protecting jobs and the country. While the
average military member understands that golf course funds come from different sources than
operational and maintenance funds the average public does not. The other points made by the
Congressmen and women were valid and caused significant damage to the Air Force’s credibility
in justifying the cuts.

In addition to the mainstream media, the forces opposed to making the Guard and
Reserve cuts are utilizing non-traditional media as well. The Maryland Air National Guard’s
Facebook page has multiple links on it that pertain to the proposed cuts.?’ Included are the story
on the hearing detailed in the above paragraph where the Chief of Staff and Secretary came
across poorly, a letter signed by the Governors of 49 states urging them to reconsider the cuts,
and various other articles detailing the cuts and how they will affect the Maryland Air National
Guard.?* However, after a search of the Air Force’s Facebook page there was no mention of the
proposed cuts.?? This was a missed opportunity for the Air Force to try and communicate to a
wider audience using non-traditional means.

After stiff opposition from the Congress and the Guard and Reserve leadership, the Air
Force is appearing to back off on some of the proposed cuts. General Schwartz is
“reconsidering” the proposed cuts to some of the Guard units he was questioned about during the
Congressional hearings, specifically the C-130 unit that was being relocated without a cost
benefit analysis.?® This is a significant victory for the opposition and undermines the Air Force’s

position. If the Air Force concedes on this unit, presumably most of the other units will also
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